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Ridgewood School
the light of learning

Message from the Head of School
Dear Ridgewood Families & Friends,
It seems like this week we turned the corner, and suddenly it is autumn. I love watching each year
for the changes in Ridgewood’s beautiful campus that come with the change of the season. As the days
become shorter (but before morning drop-off begins to happen in the dark), crisp winds begin to blow and
the trees down the Ridgewood driveway begin to change. The Land Lab becomes a beautiful color palette, and we harvest our fall vegetables from the Learning Garden.
There have been other changes at Ridgewood School this fall. We’ve said sad goodbyes to the familiar faces of Mrs. Koelsch, Mrs. Brooks, and Mrs. Cole. We’ve given enthusiastic welcomes to Mrs. Gianakopoulos and Ms. Huey. We’ve welcomed new friends in Eighth, Sixth, Fifth, Third, and First grades,
along with an eager new class of Kindergarteners.
And this year, for the first time, we’ll add some exciting new events to help Ridgewood families and
friends celebrate the fall season. This October, Ridgewood welcomes its alumni home for the first annual
Alumni Weekend, October 3-5. With events such as Alumni Academy and Honors Brunch, we’ll recognize
alumni accomplishment, and introduce them to our current students, staff, and programs. But there are
events for our current families as well!!
On Saturday, October 4, from 11am-3pm, Ridgewood will host its first Fall Festival. Families,
Alumni, and community alike will gather around our stage for an afternoon of music, food, and Ridgewood
hospitality. Keep your eyes peeled for our Mainstage lineup, as well as details about food truck vendors
and other activities at the Fall Fest!
Also on October 4, Ridgewood will celebrate the Harvest Season with our first annual Earth to Table Dinner, a fundraising event for our Learning Garden. Join alumni and other current families for an
evening under the stars, as we partner with Seasons Bistro and alumnus-chef Douglas McGregor ‘84 to
create a locally-sourced menu, featuring produce from the Ridgewood Learning Garden. This is an exciting new way to support Ridgewood’s sustainability education, and enjoy fellowship with your Ridgewood
community. Send in your RSVP cards right away – this is an event you won’t want to miss, but seating is
limited!!
Change is in the air at Ridgewood! I hope you and your family will join us on our autumn adventures!
~Dr. Williams~
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Student of the Month
Congratulations to eighth grader Amin Ahmed who was named Ridgewood student of the
month for September. Amin is an outstanding student who excels in the classroom as well as in
the community. He is serving on Student Council for the fourth straight year and is the Council’s
Treasurer for a second year in a row. As a student, Amin is well prepared, works
hard, and displays strong critical thinking skills. This year, Amin has also helped with
a variety of projects including Food Bank, the Alzheimer’s Walk at Wittenberg, and
Light the Night. Amin’s strong work ethic and commitment to service are just two of
the attributes that make him a great representative of Ridgewood School.

Upper Level News
We try and express the importance of reading every day not only in Literature class,
but every class. Students read a variety of texts throughout the year in textbooks and novels. The eight graders are currently reading The Great Gatsby and will be attending the play
on September 24 at the Cincinnati Shakespeare Company. The sixth and seventh graders
will be taking a trip to Cedarville University on October 9th to see the play Little Women
once they have read and discussed the novel. Fifth grade is reading Dear Mr. Henshaw
and studying how to write a friendly letter. They will be writing to their favorite author in the
coming weeks.
This year we are lucky enough to have two full Power of the Pen Teams!
7th Grade Team: Fauzan Akhter, Aseelah Ashraf, Kiera Fogarty, Isaiah Johnson, Freya
Stover, and Mozie VanRaaij Alternate: Neil Patel
8th Grade Team: Amin Ahmed, Simra Ahmed, Bella Gianakopoulos, Jasmine Owens,
Mariam Ranginwala, and Audree Speaks Alternates: Lena Syed and Amal Umerani
Lower Level News

1st Grade
The 1st graders have been busy learning about butterflies
and showing their creative side. Here are a few thoughts
from them:
We saw a butterfly, daddy longlegs, and five stinging caterpillars.—Seth
I made a book about dinosaurs.—Joseph
I caught a butterfly on the monkey bars. I showed everybody
it. I kept it for two seconds and then I let it go.

The Fourth Graders were able to step back
in time with a trip to the Fair at New Boston!
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Student Council News
Hello, my name is Smira Ahmed. I am in the eighth grade and I am the Student Council President. I
have been at Ridgewood since kindergarten and I am looking forward to my last fun year. With twenty hardworking representatives, we have the biggest Student Council that there has been at Ridgewood. Each member is dedicated and enthusiastic about being on Student Council. This year we have Lena Syed as our Vice
President. She is very motivated and encouraging to others. Our Secretary, Mariam Ranginwala, is devoted to
her work and caring to the other students. The Treasurer for Student Council is Amin Ahmed. He is committed about Student Council and thoughtful throughout his position. The other members in Student Council include: Kirsten Beals, Grant Gerlinger, Bella Gianaokopoulos, Gillian Harris, Jasmine Owens, Audree Speaks,
Amal Umerani, Maleehah Umerani, Asa Chen, Devin Chen, Mozie Van Raaij, Aseelah Ashraf, Amaan
Ahmed, Aadil Umerani, Ibrahim Ranginwala, and Mahum Rauf. Things we have
done in Student Council already this year include: Pastries with Parents, Lower
Level Movie Night, Football League, and the School Sprit Sale. We are looking
forward to these upcoming events in Student Council: the Annual Waffle Breakfast, Upper Level Movie Night, School Store, and so much more! We hope that
you can join us for these events!

Simra Ahmed

Health Corner
Dear Ridgewood Families,
Did you know that studies have proven a positive correlation between fitness programs and enhanced academic performance? Being active should be built into your daily lifestyle. It can involve
simple activities like a short walk after dinner or going ice skating with friends. It can also mean taking skating lessons, martial arts, team or individual competition, hiking with friends and family, playing
a game of kickball with neighbors, or riding your bike instead of driving. There are so many local opportunities to empower yourself with a healthy lifestyle. Here are a few fall opportunities:
-National Trail Parks & Recreation District’s Fall programs:
-Youth Basketball registration begins on October 1st. Go to www.ntprd.org or call 328-7275.
-The Chiller ice skating arena offers: ice skating lessons, public skating sessions, and hockey
leagues. Call 323-7465 or visit www.ntprdchiller.com.
-Tennis: After-school tennis at Ridgewood School is available for upper level grades on Tues. and Thurs. (See Mr.
Metzger for more information.)
--Running is a simple and low-cost way to stay in shape, and it builds a fitness foundation for other sports. Note: We
would like to start an after school running club after school at Ridgewood, are there any parents who can help
lead this club?
-Hiking is fabulous at Buck Creek State Park in Springfield and John Bryan State Park in Yellow Springs. Look them up
at http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/.
These activities are just the tip of the iceberg for the great things available to all of us right here in Springfield, Ohio.
Whatever you do, do something active every day. You will never regret it, and you will greatly benefit both mentally and
physically from a healthy lifestyle. Please contact me if you are interested in helping lead a running club after
school. (Even if you can only help sub or lead a few times per month, it would be a great way to stay in shape with the
kids! )
Sincerely,
Mrs. Gianakopoulos (“Mrs. G”)
Phys. Ed. Teacher, Ridgewood School
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2013 Multicultural Night
RWS annual celebration of culture, diversity & community.
Bring a dish that represents your family… whether a favorite meal or an
ancestral dish.

October 21st
6:30 -8:30 P.M.

@The Ridgewood School

Everyone in the school is gearing up for Multicultural Night. A few students busy
Mrs. Loftis is working away creating flags, Mr. Weller & Mrs. working on their poster
Suzel are creating & teaching the musical & dance programfor Multicultural Night!
ming.
Be sure to invite your family & friends!

Welcome New Faculty to Ridgewood School
Hi my name is Colleen Huey. I graduated from Wittenberg University last
May with a BA in Middle Education. I currently live in Marysville with my Grandma
and my cat Herman. I now have two bearded dragons in the classroom along with
two hermit crabs. During my long drive to work, I listen to audio books. If you have
any suggestion please let me know! I am very excited to be working with your students this year! Feel free to contact me anytime or stop in and meet the new class
pets!

My name is Jade Gianakopoulos and I am the Ridgewood School physical education teacher. Ridgewood is very important to me. My husband and daughter are
Ridgewood School alumni (Stacy, class of 1985 and Alexandra, class of 2014), and
our daughter Isabella is a current student (class of 2015). I have served on the Ridgewood School board and I also enjoy volunteering for Ridgewood School (Ridgewood
Auction, school parties, field day, and the book fair). My experiences and education
will help in conveying the importance of lifelong habits for a healthy and active lifestyle to our students: I am a multi-sport athlete (off-road and classic triathlon, mountain bike racing, running, SPY Masters Swim Team, mixed martial arts, skiing). I am a race director
(Tiger Tri at Wittenberg University and mountain bike races). Wittenberg University is my alma mater
and I played women’s rugby there. I am a spinning instructor at the Fitness
Cellar. Please join me in encouraging your students to stay active in some
way every day. In the process, they will develop the positive values associated with physical activities (such as challenge, self-expression, sportsmanship and enjoyment).

Ridgewood School
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
In 1968 President Lyndon Johnson proclaimed
the week of September 15th as National Hispanic Heritage week. Later, it was extended to
a month’s celebration in 1988 by President Ronald Reagan.
During this month (Sept. 15th- Oct. 15th) Americans recognize the histories, cultures
and contributions of citizens whose ancestors came from Spain, the Caribbean,
and Central and South America.
In our Spanish class, the UL students at Ridgewood will
be doing research and presentations about important
Hispanic figures. The LV students will be learning about
different Spanish speaking countries and their cultures.
Mrs. Loftis is gracefully focusing her attention on artists
from Spain and Latin America, therefore exposing the children to their legacies.

We post lots of
photos & glimpses
into your student’s
school day on
Facebook, so
please like our
page!

Box Tops and Labels for Education
Every year the school collects box tops for education and labels for education. Our goal for box tops this year is to raise $1,000! Last year we were able to
raise $554 and have been able to raise $1,919.85 from the day we started. Please
help us reach our goal by asking friends and family members to save their box tops
and send them to school with your children!! We have been able to get new gym
equipment with the labels for education that have been collected and have 8,689
points in the bank today! Keep up the hard work and continue to collect!!!

Box Tops for Education today = $105.00
Goal for the Year = $1,000

Character Counts!
Character is power and an element of our person that is
learned in response to one’s environment. At RWS we take
seriously both the intellectual and character development of
the young child in our charge. Woven throughout the school
day are moments for leadership and demonstration of
character. This occurs during every Upper Level service activity, when the older students spend the recess with their
Littles, it can be found in the Students of the Month.

Ridgewood School creates an unparalleled learning environment through the
teamwork of committed students, staff & parents.
Our learning environment:
Inspires the joy of learning and discovery
Encourages academic excellence
Celebrates diversity
Fosters respect
Expects integrity
Embraces responsibility
Promotes leadership
Instills citizenship
Engages the whole child

Dates to Remember:

Ridgewood Faculty and Staff
Mrs. Heil

lheil@ridgewoodschool.net

September 26

School Picture Day

Mrs. Suzel

September 26

Ridgewood Night at Putt-Putt from 4-7 P.M.

Mrs. Foreman

October 3

Early Release

Mrs. Mastin

October 3-5

Ridgewood’s first Alumni Weekend

Mrs. Schulz

October 10

The Columbus Zoo is coming to School

Miss Powers

October 16

Parent Teacher Conferences 3:30 –7:00

October 17

No School

October 21

Multicultural Night at 6:30

October 24

School Spelling Bee

October 24

End of first nine weeks

October 25

Waffle Breakfast, 9-11 A.M.

Mr. Weller

mweller@ridgewoodschool.net

October 27

Student Council Great Pumpkin Giveaway at school

Mrs. Loftis

October 31

Halloween Party at school

Mrs. Gianakopoulos
jgianakopoulos@ridgewoodschool.net

October 31

Upper Level Halloween Bash 7—9:30 P.M.

Mrs. Hearlihy

Nov. 3—Dec. 3

Food Drive for the Second Harvest Food Bank

Mrs. Barnes

November 7

Early Release

November 18– 26

Buckeye Week

November 25

Thanksgiving Feast at School

jfissel@ridgewoodschool.net

.November 26-28

No School: Thanksgiving Break

Mrs. Hallmark

December 11

Winter Program at 6:30. Snow date is 12/16

Dr. Williams

December 12

Power of the Pen competition at Clark State

December 19

Christmas Party

gsuzel@ridgewoodschool.net
tforeman@ridgewoodschool.net
dmastin@ridgewoodschool.net
cschulz@ridgewoodschool.net
mpowers@ridgewoodschool.net

Mr. Metzger

dmetzger@ridgewoodschool.net

Miss. Huey
chuey@ridgewoodshool.net
Mrs. Clark

mclark@ridgewoodschool.net

Mrs. Augustus

jaugustus@ridgewoodschool.net

mloftis@ridgewoodschool.net

bhearlihy@ridgewoodschool.net
pbarnes@ridgewoodschool.net

Mr. Berkhofer
gberkhofer@ridgewoodschool.net
Mrs. Fissel

mhallmark@ridgewoodschool.net
awilliams@ridgewoodschool.net

