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Message from the Head of School
Dear Ridgewood Families & Friends,
I can’t believe we’ve already reached Spring break! This year has really flown! It’s been a busy
Spring, full of events and announcements and change. I wanted to take a minute to talk about that
change, and what, I hope, you will not see change at Ridgewood.
By now you’ve heard that this is my final school year at Ridgewood, and that Aliya Ranginwala has
been named Interim Head for the 2015-2016 school year. Of course, any time there is change, there
comes with it some anxiety about what lies ahead, but I hope, not too much worry.
First, I want to assure families that I am working with both the Board of Trustees, and Mrs. Ranginwala, to ensure that this transition is as seamless as possible. Although I remain your Head of School
through the end of June, beginning in May, you may see more of Mrs. Ranginwala in the Ridgewood building. She and I will be working closely together to make sure that nothing falls through the cracks, as I finish my time here, and she begins to assume the responsibilities of Headship.
Next, your Board of Trustees has made huge strides this year in the ways that they are governing
Ridgewood. I’m proud of the work they have done in their own professional development as a Board. I
am confident that the growth in Ridgewood that you’ve seen in the past years will continue under their
governance.
Finally, and most importantly, what your children experience in the classrooms at Ridgewood will
not change. Our amazing faculty and staff are always working to ensure that the educational excellence
and the social and emotional support our students receive every day will not change, even when the leadership changes. Our teachers and our families are the core of what makes Ridgewood great – and that’s
not about to change!
~Dr. Williams~
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Student and Teacher of the Month
First Grader Audrey Loftis has been named the
March Student of the Month! Audrey is a quiet,
conscientious worker who always tries to do
her best. She is pleasant and to everyone, and
she comes to school every day in a happy
mood. This makes her well-liked and respected
by her classmates. She also has a special gift.
She is willing to work with all the children, and she brings out
the best in them. Consequently, everyone wants to work with
Audrey and be her partner!
Congratulations to Mrs. Clark who was named Teacher of
the Month for March! Students said that they really enjoy her
class and that they have learned a lot in her class!

Congratulations to Mrs. Suzel who has been nominated as
Teacher of the Month for February! Student Council has
thanked her for all her help over the years and her help with
all of the programs! Thank you Mrs. Suzel for all you do!
Congratulations to Mrs. Loftis who was named Teacher of the
Month for the Month of January by student council! Students
said they cannot wait for class and love the projects that they
are working on! Thank you for all you do and sharing your
love of art!

Upper Level News
The District Science Fair was held on March
21! Ridgewood had six students receive superiors
and four students receive excellent at the District
Science Fair today! This means that eight students
are eligible for State! Seventh grader Aseelah received an award from the Office of Naval Research
and was awarded for outstanding achievement
from the International Society of Automation!
Eighth grader Simra was given an outstanding
achievement award from the Southern Ohio Humar
Factors and Dayton Society for information display!
Congratulations to everyone!

The first Power of the Pen competition was on December 16!
Aseelah Ashraf, Mozie Van Raaij, Amin Ahmed, Simra Ahmed,
Bella Gianakopoulos, and Jasmine Owens all moved on to the
Regional Power of the Pen competition. Jasmine placed 6th
overall and will be moving
on to the State Power of
the Pen! We will have to
wait to see anyone will be
joining her in May at
Wooster College. ~May
the Power of the Pen be
ever in your favor!

Lower Level News
The Kindergarten class celebrated the 100th day of
school earlier this year.
In February the fourth grade class taught the rest of the lower level students a lesson for Character
Counts. The pillar of the month was fairness. The students
created a skit to show how playing a game and not including
others was not fair. After watching a short Popcorn Park video
on fairness , the students then re-did the skit showing what
they learned and how it was fair to include everyone in the
game. The students then had a question and answer session
with the other students about the act of fairness.
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Student Council News
Hello Ridgewood families,
Hi, this is Student Council President Simra Ahmed with some news about Student Council. This past month, we were able to do many events. From the Upper
Level Neon Black-light Bash, Pi Day, and the bake sale at Willy Wonka Jr! We were
able to raise $750 for Project Woman. All of the proceeds from Spirit Week in March
will go to Habitat for Humanity. Some upcoming events in the next few months are
Lower Level Movie Night, The Cook Off, March Madness, and the Earth Day Activities. Thank you to everyone for supporting Student Council.
~Simra Ahmed

Music & Art
The musical that happened in February was a huge success! Thank you to everyone who helped make this
event a success! The cast did an amazing job putting everything together and giving the performance
that they did both nights! A special thank you to Mr. Weller, Mrs. Loftis, and Mrs. Suzel for without
whom the play would not have happened!
The eight grade band will be participating in the OMEA competition in May!
We wish them luck as they prepare for this upcoming event!
Each grade level worked really hard to create a project that was
auctioned off at the 2015 Hearts and Hands Auction once again
this year! This year they worked on pottery projects with the help
of Mrs. Loftis and Mel Marsh!
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Other News
Amal Umerani won the District Spelling Bee and
was able to advance to the
Regional Spelling Bee at Sinclair College in Dayton! She
placed 11th overall!

Simra Ahmed, Amin Ahmed,
Amal Umerani, and Maleehah
Umerani will be advancing in
the History Bee! We wish
them luck as they continue in
this competition!
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The sixth, seventh, and eighth graders will be putting on
a luncheon for their fathers or the man who most represents their
father in their life on April 10! This is to celebrate Father’s Day a
little early and show their love to their fathers! It will be held at
school in thegym. The sixth and seventh graders will share their
letters from 11:15—12 and the eighth graders will share their
letters from 12:15—1! We hope you will be able to make it and
enjoy this special treat to honor you and all you do!
Congratulations to Aadil Umerani, Amal
Umerani, and Aseelah Ashraf who won the
Daughters of the American Revolution essay
contest! Aseelah Ashraf has won at the regional level for her Daughters of the American Revolution
essay! She will
continue onto
the state level
later this month!

We post lots of
photos & glimpses
into your student’s
school day on
Facebook, so
please like our

Congratulations to Alexander
Kennedy, who after winning the
school Geography Bee has gone
on to qualify for the state!

Pi(e) Day this year was another huge success! Ridgewood was able to
raise over $200 for Project Woman! Thank you to all who bought raffle
tickets and those who volunteered to get
pied in the face!

Box Tops and Labels for Education
Congratulations to Neil and Roshan
who won the fourth annual Madden
Tournament after
school on January 30!

Every year the school collects box tops for education and labels for education. Our goal for box tops this year is to raise $1,000! Last year we were able to
raise $554 and have been able to raise $1,919.85 from the day we started years
ago. Please help us reach our goal by asking friends and family members to save
their box tops and send them to school with your children!! We have been able to
get new gym equipment with the labels for education that have been collected and
have 8,717 points in the bank today! Keep up the hard work and continue to collect!!!

Box Tops for Education today = $275
Amal and Aseelah have won the
Fantasy Football and Mathematics
League this year!

Goal for the Year = $1,000
The labels for education company has informed Ridgewood they will double anything we turn we turn in at the end of the Year!

Thank you to everyone who attended the 2015 Hearts and Hands Auction
at the Springfield Country Club! It was another successful year and we appreciate everyone who attended and helped support the school!
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This is the fourth year Ridgewood students have participated in
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s program “Pennies for Patients.” Since
1994, millions of dollars have been raised in pennies and other spare change by
more than 10 million elementary, middle and high school students throughout
the country.
The central Ohio LLS services 38 counties in central Ohio. Last year, LLS was able to award Clark
County families fighting blood cancers $35,000 (second only to Franklin County) in financial aid and
co-pays.
At Ridgewood, the class with the highest student average at the end of the first week will receive donuts
the following Monday. The same will happen the second week. After the two
week campaign is over the class with the total highest average per student will
receive pizza.
Thank you for your support with this worthwhile cause.

Thank you to everyone who has made donations the last few months for all of the great causes that Student Council
helps! Here are just a few!
— Student Council was able to deliver the products from the paper products drive along with a $230 donation to the
IHN Homeless Shelter
—Thanks to the students hard work, Student Council members were able to deliver over 250 valentines to residents at
five nursing homes: Hearth and Home, Ridgewood Rehabilitation Center, Essex of Springfield, Oakwood, and Clark Memorial Home.
-- Student Council went to the Rocking Horse Center to drop off coats, hats, and gloves last week. They were able to
take five bags and a box of items thanks to your donations!
— They were able to donate $750 to Project Woman thanks to everyone who bought raffle tickets for Pi(e) Day and
other events!
— Student Council continues to volunteer at the Food Bank and Soup Kitchen! They also volunteered their time to help
out at Empty Bowls that takes place at Wittenberg every year and donates the money to the Food Bank!

Vámonos a Puerto Rico!
In the beginning of February when the weather was at its coldest, the eighth graders were on their
way to sunny Puerto Rico. We had packed our suitcases with shorts, t-shirts, sunscreen, sandals and
swimsuits! Everyone was eager to get there and start our five-day adventure.
We first arrived at the town of Ponce de León. Lots of colonial architecture embellished the
houses and buildings. While there, the students happily participated in a Salsa dance class. Our instructor “tried” to teach us the five basic steps that are part of this popular dance. Uno, dos, tres! he would say- and our feet would stumble as we made an effort to follow the beat. Laughter filled the
space and we couldn’t have been happier! Learning from a local was a thrilling experience.
Next, we visited the fishing town of La Parguera. The smell of the ocean was so invigorating
along with the picture perfect views. One morning we were able to visit a local school and the students spent their time in a classroom with children and teachers who only spoke Spanish. Our Ridgewood eighth graders made lots of friends through games during recess time. I’m pretty sure this was
one of their favorite moments.
Towards the end of our trip, we visited El Yunque National Rainforest. Up, up, up we went towards the peak of the mountain. A feast of green luscious plants flashed before our eyes and the air
turned thick and musty. We ate lunch at a local spot; rice, beans, chicken shish-kebabs, fresh passion fruit and cold coconut water filled our tummies. We hiked our way to two waterfalls and our
friend, Señor Tito, made hats out of tree leaves and colored the students’ faces with black rocks.
On our final day, we toured the fortress of San Cristobal and walked around the town of Old
San Juan. Both of these sites are full of history and interesting facts about Puerto Rican life and culture. Our guide Bernardo was very informative and engaged and encouraged our students to use
their Spanish throughout our trip.
As a teacher I was delighted to see my students’ horizons expand. They were immersed in a
beautiful Latin culture that provided the sounds, the smells, the tastes and the views that can only
happen outside the classroom in a Spanish speaking country. I will cherish all those moments that
were “firsts” which many of them got to experience.
~ Señora Augustus

Health
Dear Ridgewood Families,
Happy Spring, Ridgewood families! Many of the students at Ridgewood found ways to stay fit and have fun during the
winter months. Hockey, snowboarding, gymnastics, dancing, volleyball, ice skating, swimming, skiing, running, and many other
sports came up in discussions with students about their lives outside of physical education class. I am excited to hear about what
physical activities the students will be doing during their spring and summer breaks!
I encourage students to get outside to do physical activity as much as possible. Playing or performing sports outside can
improve your mood, fight depression, and help soak up Vitamin D from the sun, according to research. Just remember to wear your
sunscreen. While getting fit outside is ideal, any exercise opportunity is beneficial. We are so lucky to live in Springfield, Ohio because there is so much to do…both indoors and outdoors! Here are some opportunities in our area that Ridgewood students can
take advantage of:
-Ideas for outdoor activities:
-Riding your bike with a helmet.
-Playing tennis in your driveway with a friend (using 2 chairs and a jump rope to make a net)
-Play flag tag or blob tag with your friends
-Get a game of kickball together with friends at home or on recess
-Trail Running. Check out the trails at Buck Creek State Park or John Bryan State Park.
-Mountain Biking. There are trails at John Bryan State Park and MoMBA in Dayton. Visit www.imba.com.
-join a sport or activity series that gets you outside with friends on a regular basis.
Ideas for Youth Sports and Activities:
-National Trail Parks and Recreation Division is a great resource for activity for students and families. You may go online to
www.ntprd.org or you may call 937-328-7275 for information.
-Spring/Summer Signups for NTPRD youth sports are HAPPENING NOW as follows:
Baseball - all ages - Registration is due by May 1st. Practices are in May and games start in
June.
Tennis - registration is due by May 1st for the annual Quick Start Tennis play sessions. These will be held at the Wittenberg University tennis courts.
NTPRD Youth Programs available:
-NATURE EXPLORERS CLUB for Ages: 8 - 13 Saturday, April 18: “Coyote Crusaders”10:30 am - 12:00 pm at the NTPRD
Administration Building Registration Deadline: April 15 ($5 fee): The program is designed to allow participants the chance
to explore nature. The program will include stewardship, discovery, animal studies, gardening projects, arts and crafts and
more. Participants should wear appropriate shoes and clothing for outside play.
-CHEERNASTICS for Ages: 7 - 12 Thursdays, April 16 - May 21 6:15 PM - 7:00 pm at the NTPRD Administration Building
Registration Deadline: April 10 (Registration Fee: $40): This class will focus on the most popular skills cheerleaders use
including cartwheels, round-offs and more. This course also includes cheerleading techniques including jumps, chants,
cheers and dance. Please wear comfortable clothing and tennis shoes.
-READ WITH THE TREES for Ages: 4 - 7 (With Adult Companion) Wednesday, April 15 and/ or Wednesday, May 20 4:00
pm – 5:00 pm at the NTPRD Administration Building (FREE): Listen to a nature themed book while enjoying the beautiful
outdoors. Participants will also have the opportunity to explore the outdoors and make a craft. Registration is required.
-FLASH’S JUNIOR GARDENING PROGRAM for Ages: 7 - 12 Thursday, May 7 from 3:45 pm - 5:00 pm at the NTPRD
Administration Building Registration Deadline: May 4 (Registration Fee: $5): Enjoy hands on project-based learning in the
NTPRD gardens while participating in fun activities and games. Gardeners will learn about seeds, how plants grow and
wildlife in the garden. Participants should dress appropriately for the outdoors.
Other Sports Signups-Ice Skating and Ice Hockey are available at the NTPRD chiller. You may do classes, leagues, tournaments, or just simple recreation with family or friends. Contact 323-7465 or visit www.ntprdchiller.com for more information. -Zumba for Kids is available at
the St. John’s Lutheran Church on 27 N. Wittenberg Avenue. For more information on the classes, please call Erica Sheeley at
302-262-8006. She currently teaches a class on Thursdays from 5:00-5:30 at St. John's Lutheran Church and it is $25 a month per
child. If a family registers more than one child they will get a $3 discount. -Martial Arts classes are easy to find in the area and
there are several great instructors in the area. I personally go to Storm Mixed Martial Arts with my family and I highly recommend
this studio as it is very family friendly. Many Ridgewood families are a part of the Storm family. -Indoor Rock Climbing is very fun.
If you are in the neighborhood, check out Urban Krag Climbing Center in Dayton, Ohio. It is a climbing center made from an old
cathedral. They offer classes for any age or ability. Check it out at www.urbankrag.com. It’s pretty neat. -Spinning is a great way
to stay in shape and it is fun. The room is usually dark and the music is pumping and the workout is always intense.
Start thinking about summer activities and how you will spend your days as active as possible! Many of the signups for
summer camps and activities are happening now, so stay attentive to signup deadlines and timelines for your favorites. Summer
break is just around the corner!
Get outside and have some fun!
~ Mrs. Gianakopoulos (“Mrs. G”)
Phys. Ed. Teacher, Ridgewood School

Ridgewood School creates an unparalleled learning environment through the
teamwork of committed students, staff & parents.
Our learning environment:
Inspires the joy of learning and discovery
Encourages academic excellence
Celebrates diversity
Fosters respect
Expects integrity
Embraces responsibility
Promotes leadership
Instills citizenship
Engages the whole child

Dates to Remember:

Ridgewood Faculty and Staff
Mrs. Heil

lheil@ridgewoodschool.net

Mrs. Suzel

March 27

End of Grading Period

Mrs. Foreman

March 30—April 4

Spring Break

Mrs. Mastin

April 10

Early Release/ Luncheon

Mrs. Schulz

April 18

Ridgewood Cook-Off

April 20

Earth Day Clean-up

April 13-24

CPT Testing

dmetzger@ridgewoodschool.net

May 1

Early Release

Miss. Huey

chuey@ridgewoodshool.net

Early May

Book Drive for Rocking Horse

Mrs. Clark

mclark@ridgewoodschool.net

May 4-8

Book Fair

Mrs. Augustus

May 8

Interims

Mr. Weller

May 8

OMEA Competition

May 16

State Science Fair

May 22-23

State Power of the Pen

May 25

Memorial Day, No School

bhearlihy@ridgewoodschool.net

May 28

Graduation

Mrs. Barnes

pbarnes@ridgewoodschool.net

May 29

Field Day/ Early Release/ Last Day

Mr. Berkhofer

June 12

Relay for Life at the Clark County Fairgrounds

gsuzel@ridgewoodschool.net
tforeman@ridgewoodschool.net
dmastin@ridgewoodschool.net
cschulz@ridgewoodschool.net

Miss Powers

mpowers@ridgewoodschool.net

Mr. Metzger

jaugustus@ridgewoodschool.net
mweller@ridgewoodschool.net

Mrs. Loftis

mloftis@ridgewoodschool.net

Mrs. Gianakopoulos
jgianakopoulos@ridgewoodschool.net
Mrs. Hearlihy

gberkhofer@ridgewoodschool.net

Mrs. Fissel

jfissel@ridgewoodschool.net

Mrs. Hallmark

mhallmark@ridgewoodschool.net

Dr. Williams

awilliams@ridgewoodschool.net

6 p.m– 12 a.m.

